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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH REALITY

Concurs de limba engleza

17 ianuarie 2009

CLASA a VII-a 

2 ore/săptămână

The Greenhouse Effect

On your next summer holiday, will it be hotter than in past years? If you go skiing next winter, will you be skiing on less snow? If the answer is ‘yes’ to either of these questions, then you will have been directly influenced by the global climatic change known as the greenhouse effect.

The greenhouse effect, contrary to general belief, is in fact a very necessary natural phenomenon. If the Earth’s atmosphere did not keep in any of the heat we get from the sun, our planet would be far too cold for us, and for any animals and plants, to live. The problem, however, is that pollution has changed the atmosphere in the last hundred years or so, and this has caused the greenhouse effect to increase too much.

There have been many rises and falls in temperature throughout the history of our planet, for example during the last Ice Age. But the big problem now is one of time. Today’s temperature changes are happening very quickly. Calculations over the past century have shown that the average global temperature has risen about half a degree Celsius. That might sound like a small change in a long time, but our planet and all its inhabitants are used to changes over millions, not hundreds, of years. 

If we don’t take serious measures to stop this rise in temperature, in future centuries many species of animals and plants will be extinct. Eventually, human life will be threatened, and people will be wondering why we did nothing to protect ourselves when we still could.

1. Read the text and decide whether the sentences are true (T) or false (F).

	No
	Statement
	T / F

	1
	In the last 100 years it has become half a degree Celsius warmer.
	

	2
	The greenhouse effect is necessary for life to exist on Earth.
	

	3
	During the last Ice Age the temperature rose too much.
	

	4
	Pollution influenced the greenhouse effect.
	

	5
	In order to save our planet, we have to protect it now.
	


 (5 x 3p)

2. Complete the sentences. Use the present simple or the present continuous.

1 
He (not want) ____________ to study languages at university.

2 
They (visit) ____________ China for a month.

3 
It often (rain) ____________ in England in spring.

4 
I (play) ____________ tennis with Martin tomorrow.

5
My mother (make) ____________________ bread every morning.

6 
Where (you / meet) ________________________ your friends tonight?

7 
I normally (work) ____________ on Mondays, but I (stay) ____________ at home today.

8 
(your sister / go) ________________________ to the cinema every Saturday?

(8 x 1p)

3. Complete the text. Use the past simple or the past continuous.

At midnight last night rescue teams (1 search) ______________ for victims after a giant tornado (2 hit) ______________ Oklahoma and Kansas. The storm (3 injure) ______________ more than 700 people.

Robert Hensley (4 hide) ______________ in his cellar when the tornado (5 destroy) ______________ his home. ‘I (6 not come out) ______________ until two hours later,’ he said. ‘My house was gone and I
(7 not recognize) ______________ the street.’

Mary Richardson (8 speak) ______________ to a friend on the phone when the tornado (9 interrupt) ______________ their conversation. ‘It was a very frightening experience,’ she said.


(9 x 1p)

4. Choose the correct alternative.

1
‘Tim and Lucy look brown.’


       ‘Yes, they’ve already / just got back from their holidays.’


‘Really? But they’ve yet / already been on holiday twice this year!’

2
‘Hurry up, the party has already / yet started.’


‘Have you given Dan his present yet / just?’


‘No, not already / yet. I was waiting for you.’

3
‘Have you finished repairing my motorbike yet / already, Dad?’


‘Yes, I’ve just/yet checked the engine, and it looks fine.’

       ‘Great. Thanks! I can go into town now.’

(7 x 2p)
   

5. Complete the text with the correct form of the adjectives in brackets:

 (1 new) _______________ computer game on the market is called Dark City. Like its rival The Shadow, Dark City is a spy adventure story. We asked a player to tell us about it.

‘It’s (2 fast) _______________ and (3 exciting) ________________ game I’ve ever played,’ says teenager Andrew Milroy. ‘Dark City has a much (4 good) ____________soundtrack than The Shadow, and the special effects are far (5 realistic) ________________ . It’s also a bit (6 easy) ____________ to play.’

However, it isn’t cheap. At £150 it’s (7 expensive) ________________ game in the shops. And it’s also 
(8 violent) _______________ . Nevertheless it will probably be one of (9 popular) _______________ games this year.

(8 x 1p)

6. Fill in the gaps with the correct tense of the verb in brackets. (10 mark) 

Dear Maureen, 

Thank you for your postcard from Brighton. I (1) _______________ (be) glad you (2) ________________ (have) a good time. Brighton (3) ________________ (be) a wonderful place. 

Last month Ted and I (4) _________________ (go) to London for a holiday. We (5) _________________ (visit) many interesting places like St. Paul’s Cathedral. We (6) _________________ ( not take) the car; instead we (7) __________________ (walk) a lot around this beautiful city as we (8) _________________ (want) to see all the important sites. Ted (9) ________________ (bring) the camera with him and (10) _________________ (take) a lot of pictures. 

Bye for now. 

Love, 

May

(10 x 1p)

7. Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

	proud        friendly        lazy        patient        cheerful        jealous


a.

‘Rob has been very __________ recently.’



‘Well, he’s got a new girlfriend.’

b.

Tim never helps with the housework. 



He’s so ____________ !

c.

Zoe was ____________ of Linda. She was much prettier than Zoe, and more intelligent, too.

d.

Karen rarely gets angry with people. She’s  usually ____________ and understanding.

e.

Pam is very ____________ . I’m sure you’ll like her when you meet her.

f.

The teacher felt very ____________ when all her students passed the exam.

(6 x 2p)

8. Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

	coastline             forest             valley           cliffs            lake          hill           stream


1
The Atlantic ___________ in Cornwall is dangerous, but also very interesting. The  high ____________ overlooking many of the beaches are quite dramatic and beautiful.

2
Sarah ran to the top of the grassy  ____________ and looked out across the green ____________ below.    The sun shone on the surface of the ____________ where several people were swimming.

3
We set up camp near a small ____________ in the middle of the ____________ . We could hear wildlife all around us, but it was difficult to see anything through the trees.




(7 x 2p)

Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii.

Se acordă 10 puncte din oficiu.

Keep  in  touch


with reality
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